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SERMON 


Preached at 


St, MIC HAFLS WOO D.STREET, 
At the Funeral of 


B* EZEREL TONG E> 
December 2.1. 1680. 


2 T 1m. Ver. vil. vi, 
T baye fought « good Fight, IT bave finiſhed my courſe, 
I bave kept the Faith. 

Ver. 8. Hdenceforth there is laid up ſor me 4 Crown of 
Righteouſneſs , which the Lord the Righteous Jadge 
ſhall give me at that day : and not to me only, but 
unto all them alſo that love bis Appearing. 


- {aaa Hele are fome of the laft words of 
ENENES che bleſſed Apoſtle S. Pau, expi- 

= ring like an invincible Champion 

upon the Bed of trueſt Honour , 
with a ſerene Conſcience of his 
Duty, and an affur'd Confidence 


of his Reward; I haye fought, &c, 
B 


He 


2 A F ume dF Sermon. 


He fought a good fight, where none: was hurt 
gi elf; and his Wounds were his.Cure, and 
cars his Bliſs : He mantilly expoſed hinglelf 
to be rorne With Reproaches\ and Worried, and 
Whiprt, and Ston'd'to/ Death, ro ſave the Souls of 
his Perſecirers; for which cheir: Poſterities Bleſs 
and Adore his Memory to this day; exemplifying 
therein his great and meek Maſter in his Steps and 
Reward, who being in the form of God, yielded 
himſelf to ſuffer Death'and Shame for others, as 
the yr of = ; and his re-poſition, or exalta- 
fon Tor it, Irom his Righteous Judge, was as great 
A hier ns as ha Manic, Php. 9. 6,7, 8. 
e, finiſhed bis come, 'or his Race of reſtleſs 
oing ;- where the Diſciple 'had the tojiotr 
P me pn alure to out-yie has Miſter , as was. 
orecold, Toby. 1.4. 1.2, For Whereas bis Bleſſed Sa- 
viour's Rice and Circuit was coRfih'd to the Face 
"of about Four Years, and within the narrow. Pale 
and,Bounds of the Land of Canaan, to perform his 
Works of Wonders, and Mercy, in; his Blefled 
Apoſtle ws digrify'd. wich a larger fpace of Time 
and Teritory, even che Hazard and Travel of 35 
years over Aſia and En rope, to-low a large Harveſt 
of Glory and Immortality co, himſelf, in ſaving 
millions of Souls, and:reducing the Roman Empire, 
and 
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the Prince of the Air and his Legjons, int0 
kein with no more than 6 ſing]e 
erſon , with his. Arms tyed behind him, (as 1 
were;) his Apoſtolical Progreſs was nota March, 
but a-Race; 2 mountainous Difficulties he mer 
with, prov'd champaign and plain ground, Chrift 
working by him, to make the Gentiles obeditnt to him in 
Word and Deed through mighty Signs and Wonders, by 
the Power of the Spirit of God, - Rom. 15. 18, 19. 
From. his firſt ſetting out, he neyer ,breath'd or 
reſted, until he Bniſhed. | . 
He kept the Faith, no Force or Storm without , 
was able to make him, ſurrender the Profeſfion of 
it no Temptation within, to renounce the Prattice. 
.Whar ſome while before. he. was confident of, 
he now after Tryal and Experience finds he hath 
eftected : Who ſhall ſeparate us from the , love of 
yy [ laich he before, ] ſhall Tribwation, or &1gujh, 
or Famine, or Nakedneſs, or Peril, or Sword ? av' & 
rims vauprixids, But in theſe things we are more than 
ie pabou through bim that loved ws. His meaning 
well may be, that all Humane Power is too low 
' a Match , thar the Fire and Sword of the Roman 
Empire, was too weak an Enemy to any one ſingle 
Chriſtian ,, who hath--Chriſt- on his {1de : There 
vvas an wir an overplus of ſtrength to ſpare, 
B 2 _ afcer 
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after theſe vvere baffled : He therefore 
in the following Verſes caſts his Gantlet into 
another world, co challenge Powers far ſtronger 
than Humane, 'to try their ſtrengch upon him 
and eres an impollible Figure or ſuppoſition, 
Cacopating to his manner, when he is to ſhew 
e greatneſs of his love to Chriſt, or his Church, 
Rom. 9. 3. Galat. 1.8. And believes, thatall the 
Angelical Powers & Principalities above, (where- 
of each one fingly is too ſtrong a Match for the 
whole world, as may be well believ'd, and in- 
ferd from an Inſtance in the Aſſyrian Camp, 2 
Kiy.1 9.3 5.) were not with all their Joynt-ſtrengh 
and Holtility, [if fuch an hoſtility could be ever 
_— | ever able to wreft from him his 
Faith and Love of Chriſt ; ſever they might, the 
one, or the other power, his Body from hisSoul, 
as did Nero, but never his Soul from his Saviour, 
And what he therefore boaſted (through Chriſt's 
ſtrength, )at putting on his Armourhe coulddo,he 
here triumphantly proclaims,after putting offithac 
he hath efſe&ted, that he hath kept Fai againſt 
all Aceacques, and Storms and Sieges whatſoever. 
Having ſurvey'd his Duty , and ViRorious 
Warfare with great content and ſerenity, ( as no- 
thing makes fouler or clearer weather-in the Soul, 
| which. 
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which hath an inſtin& of Judgement to come to 
its conſtitution,)than the remembrance at our lat- 
ter end of the paſt Ations of our Lives, whether 
or bad : Hethenrefle&s on his futnre Re- 
vard and Crown. What more naturally ſucceeds 
ood Actions, than good Hopes ? For Chriſt is « 
Righteous Fudge, as it follows in the Texr, and a 
ſure Rewarder of them that diligently ſeek bim Heb. 1 1. 
6. For God is not unrighteous that be ſhould forget mens 
Work and Labour of ; py which they have wed to- 
wards him, 6. 10. 

Therefore ſaith he, Henceforth is laid up for me 
the. Crown of Righteowſneſs, which the Lord ſhall give 
me at that day. The Day of Death is the Day of 
Reft, Rev. 14. 13.Phil. 1. 23. But the Day of Jadg- 
ment is the Gornation Day of Chriſtians. Wherefore 
he ſaich, ThisCrown of Righteouſneſs is laid up 
for him, and not given and delivered till that. 
Day. 
All Heirs of this Crown of Righteouſneſs, are 
Heirs by Merit, and not by Bloud : The <cternal 
Son: of. God himſelf (the only Heir of. this Crown 
by Birch and Bloud, as-it were) was: ro become 
de novo, an Heir of it by merit, for Pattern and- 
Example, Phil. 2. 9. Rom. $. 29, 30.2 Tim.2. 12, 

But you'l ſay; what hopes can we, or oy O* 

er 
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ther Chriſtian have of ever arriving co this Crown 
of Rightcouſnels by the like deſerts of Chriſt 14 
St.\Pawl? who can pretendito the like humility, 
or merit, ior ſuffering, to be capable of che ke 
glory ? | And yerthe/Apoſtle exhorts all to be 
Followers ofhim. as he was of Chriſt 1 Cor. 1 1.1. ] 
He is therefore catetul and ready with a comfor. 
' table Anſwer for-ſuch-weak —_— Not .to me only, 
:bwi to all theme «lſo, that love his appearing. It thou canſ(t 
-notfightiand die, as they .did, canſt thou love ? 
Ifchou canſt but love, and long for .his appearing, 
'thou alſo:ſhalt be. capable of S like Glory and 
Bliſs, -whbich is: the (moſt, prominent part of the 
Text,” and moſt -pertineat to all our common 
' Intereſt and ,Edification, ; as likewiſe perhaps 
-the moſt /accommodable-ro our. preſent Þ* ole 
-and meeting ;\which therefore I ſhall chuſe chiet- 
p to Wy upen/: And for diſtin&ter method, 
{hall ſubdiyide into three particular Articles there- 
-In contained, whichareto be explained and han- 
dled in their order. 

The frſtis, The appearing of Chriſt to judge the 
"World in righteouſneſs at the laſt day. The ſecond, 
"That appearing loved. The third, That Love crown- 

ed, :And of the firſt ; | 

Which yer, out of regard to ſo learned an Audi- 
cory, 
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roty, fot the —_— art, and the hardneſs of the , 
VVeather, which calls for brevity, Iſhall nor-at | 
this time enter on, to diſplay and prove at large, 
bur ſhall rather take it for ed, AS A enT - 
mental Arctcle of our Faith, ſuppoſed inemmy Text, 
deſcribed in the Evanyeliſts, regiſtred in Creeds, 
teſtifyed by Martyrs, believ'd by the whole Chri- 
ſtia Church, and conf{idered by every Soul there- 
in, that ſhall be faved. 

And chetefote fl paſstothe ſecond point, That 
 Uppent/iny loved. All Chriſtians, true and falſe, love 
or Fate this appearing : The hypocritical carnal / 
Chriſtian'hates tochink of or conſider this appea- 
Ting, its evil day with/himthac he ever purs off. 
'He'regards'rior God's eye, bur Man's;not his/Duty 

and 'Confſcience, and the eternal 'Intereſt of 'his 
Soil, bur his'Back or Belly only, andcheprefenc 
Intereſt ofhis Body : The ſerious -conf{tderation 

and belief of this fingle Article would -pre 

ſweep dovyn all his -Cobvyeb-Deſigns, and*falſe- 
Felicities : h '&love of Chriſts appearing puts an - 
'end'to'all the Pomps and Vanities of this vvorld, 
vvhich have their 'va'ue from mfdelity; to all 

Lek and Hypotrifie, vvhich particularly excludes 

God s omnilcient eye to all Crafr,Poliey,Oppreſlt- 
on-and  Over-reaching of 'Brethren, (vvhich is lo- 
contrary 
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contrary to Charicy) of which we are ſo particu- 
ured, that Godis a fure Avenger, 1 The. 


af Soha none can purſue any-unlawtul De- 
their js Conan We and believe this Potee 


ime, without: being manifeftly con 
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5 pringee Has End, there Chriſtian Graces 
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| ir heart, they are alyvays 


And this love of Chriſts appearing may be fur- 
ther diſtin&tly gn, 1 By yas the cauſes 
that deFroy or beget it in us. 24dly. By a chara&er of 
thole AFions and Effetts it produces in ſuch Souls 
in vvhom .it is Loy And firſt of the cauſes 
of it, in chree particulars. 
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ſed himſelf to ſleep, without the leaſt ſtir, or 
igh, or groan, that could be diſcern'd or heard b 
his Attendant, ſtatiding by him in the ſame links 
Room. 


Thus was he ſnarched .away from the 
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my Countrey : Henceforth is laid up for me « 
of Glory, which the Lord, the Righteous Judge Fang vs 
me at that day, and not to me only, but to all them who 
love bis appearing. Now to God the Father, &c. 
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